Incidence and prevention of pulmonary embolism after coronary artery surgery.
Pulmonary embolism is one of the common complications of aortocoronary artery graft surgery. During one year period, 22 patients had documented evidence of pulmonary embolism out of 231 patients who were operated. There were four deaths and all confirmed by autopsy. Clinical signs of phlebitis were absent in many cases of pulmonary embolism. Elastic stockings were not effective to prevent phlebitis. Heparin did not prevent deaths in all four patients. Heparin therapy and aggressive caval interruption by Modin-Uddin umbrella has eliminated deaths in the last 450 cases.